Archery  in the Period of Sultan Mahmud (II)

by Unsal Yücel, translated by Edward McEwen
Translator's Preface
T

here can be few, if any, archers in the Western world, certainly among those who practice the sport of flight shooting, who have not heard of the fabulous exploits of the Ottoman Turks.
In 1907 Sir Ralph Payne-Gallwey, Bt. wrote a treatise entitled, Projectile-Throwing Engines of the Ancients to which was appended a treatise on the Structure, Power and Management of Turkish and Other Oriental Bows of Mediaeval and Later Times. Sir Ralph astonished his contemporaries with the shots he made with old Turkish bows at a number of country houses. On July 7th, 1905 he established a public record at an archery meeting held at Le Touquet, near Etaples in France. He shot six arrows in succession to ranges exceeding 300 yards, the longest flights being 360,365 and 367 yards. In private practice, he said, he had shot 415 yards three times and once reached 421 yards. At the time these shots were astonishing to English archers. Given that Sir Ralph persisted in using his Turkish thumbring upside down these shots are still astonishing.
Sir Ralph was perhaps inspired by the shooting of the Turkish Ambassador's secretary, Mahmoud Effendi in 1792 (Hansard) 1794 (Klopsteg) 1795 (Roberts/ Payne-Gallwey)- various dates are recorded - in a field behind Bedford Square, London, near the Toxophilite ground. Mahmoud shot five or six arrows the best of which covered a distance of 482 yards. Sir Ralph wrote that Mahmoud Efendi's bow was "now kept in the Royal Toxophilite Society Headquarters".
There is a Turkish bow with siper, arrows and thumbring in the Society of Archer-Antiquaries' Museum at the Tox headquarters in Burnham but there

is some doubt concerning whether it is actually Mamoud's bow or another Turkish bow deposited with the Tox. by Sir Ralph. (Footnote: There is a card with the bow which says that Sir Ralph donated the bow. This set of light shooting equipment was badly damaged by water and fire during the Second World War despite being kept in a glass fronted case. The sinew of the bow has shrivelled in places and has become detached from the bow's wooden core. The bow has been lashed with string at intervals along its length presumably to hold the sinew and its covering of leather or parchment in place. I can detect no signature of the maker but the card says the bow is dated 1782 and that it was made by Salih). He said that he could shoot much further but that the "Grand Seigneur" could send a flight arrow 800 yards. This Sultan must have been Selim III who acceeded to the throne in 1789.
Selim III is often credited with having shot a flight arrow nine hundred and seventy two yards and two inches and three quarters (T Roberts The English Bowman, p. 100 footnote). This distance is supposed to have been shot in the presence of Sir Robert Ainslie (British Ambassador to the Ottoman Court) but there seems to be no other evidence for this shot.
In Anecdotes of Turkish Archery, procured from Constantinople by Sir Robert Ainslie, and translated by his interpreter, at the request of Sir Joseph Banks, Baronet, 1797, Sir Robert said the Turks would some​times shoot with a bow and arrow three-quarters of a mile with the wind—1320 yards.
Some of the confusion perhaps arises from the statement that the Turkish distances were measured in "pikes" and just what the equivalent measure in yards
[image: image1.jpg]



68

The bow deposited by Payne-Gallwey, Bt. at the Toxophilite Headquaters in Burnham
feet and inches is. Cantimir in his History of the Otman
Empire recording the shots of Sultan Murad IV gives
the measure in cubits. He gives distances of 1500 cubits
for Murad IV and 1700 cubits for the famous champion
Tozkoparan. A large number of the marker stoneswhich
were set up on the Ok Meydan still exist, albeit
surrounded by housing and often incorporated into
private gardens but there is no known stone recording
Selim Ill's shot of nine hundred and seventy-two yards
and two and three-quarters of an inch. There is a marker
stone, or rather monument which records Sultan Selim
Ill's shooting. "This range was shot from the footstone
called the 'Sultan's Foot' to a distance of 1012 gez
and the arrow being found behind the place of public
worship opposite the Mirrored Poplar Palace (Aynali
Kavak Kasri) (the monument) was set up on the right
side of Toygar Street".(Note Ismail Fazil Ayanoglu,
Ok Meydan ve Okçuluk Tarihi (the Ok Meydan and
Archery History), p.677, Vakiflar Genel Mudurlugu
Yayinlari, 1974.) Sir Ralph's other well-known work
The Crossbow initially published in 1903 also had the
treatise on Turkish archery appended to it but further
information was also contained in the Crossbow
section. This information was incorporated into the
later publication. The Crossbow was re-published in
1958 and has been a major source of inspiration to
many flight shooters. Paul Klopsteg's Turkish Archery
and the Composite Bow, published in 1934 and
subsequently enlarged by the author and published in
1947 has in more recent times again been enlarged and
republished in 1987 by the Simon Archery Foundation.
It continues to sell steadily, so much so that a further
re-printing is in progress. Klopsteg's work was inspired
by and largely reproduces those parts of Joachim Hein's
work, which appeared in Der Islam in three separate
issues commencing in 1925, concerning flight
shooting. Hein's work is based upon his translation of
Mustafa Kani's Telhis Resail er-Rumat (writingsof the
archers) which was written by order of Sultan Mahmud
II who was himself a record-breaking shooter who took
a great interest in the traditions of Turkish archery and
was responsible for a final flowering of the Turkish
sport of flight shooting.
All the above research centres around Western European interest but what do modern Turkish people know of their archery history? The ordinary man in the street perhaps not much. Vague stories of Robin Hood-like characters perhaps but just as in England and other European countries not much more. However, there are people in Turkey with specialist knowledge. One such was Unsal Yücel, one time curator of the arms section of the Topkapi Sarai Museum. I was fortunate to be able to meet him in the 1980's and to discuss Turkish archery with him at the Topkapi Museum. The museum has a large collection of Turkish and Tatar bows which date back at least to the time of Bayezid II. The Collection has many more types of Turkish bow than the late, usually light weight flight bows which have found their way into modern collections in the West. These bows must be the subject of further research.
What now follows is a translation of a paper by

Unsal Yücel which appeared in the Turkish Journal, Turk Etnografya Dergisi, in 1967. My knowledge of Turkish is far from perfect and I have struggled for a number of years to advance my level of competence sufficently to be able to even attempt to make an accurate translation of Unsal's work. Turkish is wholly unlike any of the Indo-European languages and Ottoman Turkish has a large input of Persian and Arabic to further complicate matters. Because of the difficulty that ordinary Turkish people had in understanding the language of the Ottoman Court, the Father of modern Turkey, Kemal Atatürk, introduced the language reforms which have now rendered Ottoman Turkish written in the Arabic script largely obsolete. I have therefore had some considerable difficulty in translating those passages of Unsal's work which are direct quotations from the Ottoman. However, it did become possible for me to check on Mustafa Kani's work directly when Member Fred Lake, a noted bibliophile, arrived at one of our meetings with a splendid copy of the original work printed in 1847 in Istanbul which I was able to purchase from him.
I would like to have discussed my translation with Yücel Bey but he died a few years ago in tragic circumstances.
I think this work of Yücel Bey is extremely important for the study of the history of Turkish archery and flight shooting especially and it deserves to be widely known. It does clear up the matter of the measure used by the Turkish archers for measuring the distances they shot, which was a problem Klopsteg devoted much space to in his book. There are so many marker stones recording the enormous distances the Turks shot that there now can be no doubt, if there ever was any, that the distances are true. With this in mind, I would hope that any shortcomings in my translation can be forgiven.
Translator's Note.
I have attempted to render the Turkish words using English letters for the special letters of modern Turkish, e.g. ch for ç, so that the reader unfamiliar with Turkish will obtain some idea of how these words are pronounced. I am conscious of this not being an entirely satisfactory expedient, but it was necessary because of a lack of a Turkish type fount. The purchase of such a fount would be an unjustified expense at this time.
It should be noted that Yücel Bey numbered his reference notes separately for each section, Preface, Archery before Sultan Mahmud II and the Archery of Sultan Mahmud IPs period. I have followed this style in the translation.
I would like to thank my tutor in Turkish at Westminster University, Turhan Sezis Bey for his reading of an early draft of the translation and for his patience in trying to drum into the head of a scholar no longer in the first flush of youth the elements of modern Turkish. Of course, any errors are my responsibilty alone.
The Translation.
Preface
The history of the arrow and bow of the Turks stretches back to very distant times. In the legend
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ofOguz Khagan we see it taking its place either as a means of war (reading arachi in place of araci) or as a symbolic element.
In Central Asia the arrow and bow, together with the sword, whether in hunting or wars was a most important weapon. The sword was used as the close range weapon and the arrow and bow as the long range weapon.
With the acceptance by the Turks of Islam, as well as the importance given to the arrow and bow there was added a special religious significance. From the written sources coming down to us today from the first century of Islam (we find that) the arrow and bow, even more than other weapons is given a special place. In this subject, we have also learned of Hazrat Muhammed's many perceptive efforts. Although not finding in the Koran a passage directly refering to the importance of the arrow and bow, in this subject we see more than 40 hadiths (traditional saying of the Prophet) attributed to Hazrat Muhammed and directly and persistently indicating his efforts. In almost all the archery treatises a wide space is given to these hadiths, the merits and virtues of archery and related matters. In addition hadiths concerning only archery are gathered together in the treatise "Hadis-i Erbain".2
Remains of the Minare (Minaret) of the Archers' Mosque on the ok meydan, Istanbul.(Tranlator's photograph). The top of the minare is now entirely missing.
The verse quoted in the Koran "Before war, against your enemies the unbelievers, gather your strength/ power (and) make ready". Hazret Muhammad explains in a sermon that the word quoted, "Kuvvet" means "shooting arrow(s) strength".
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The Ala an al-quvvat al-rami (Arabic) sentence repeated three times, one after another, is significant.3
We want to give a few examples from the Hadiths concerning the importance of archery:
"The one who makes the arrow, the one who presents the arrow, and the one who shoots the arrow are destined for paradise".
"Teach your children to read the Koran and arrow shooting (archery)".
"Arrow shooting is better than the act of worship to no purpose".
"The spaces between where an arrow is shot and where it falls are gardens of paradise for you (will be given as)".
"Learning arrow shooting and afterwards giving it up is not from us" (i.e. Muhammad didn't say one could give up the practice of archery after having taken it up).
That these and other Hadiths like it are accepted 'Sunnets'(rules prescribed by Muhammed the Prophet) can be relied upon.
In the Uhud military expedition (Gazi:war for Islam) standing by Hazret-i Muhammad and shooting arrows was Sa'd ibn ebu Vakkas. Muhammad, giving an arrow (to Sa'd) said to Sa'd "Shoot oh Sa'd! my mother and father are your sacrifice." (stand surety for him /towards Sa'd's success). Sa'd ibn ebu Vakkas in H. Muhammad's period was a most masterful archer. Because of this he was counted the (patron) saint of archers and it is believed than the girding of the belt bestowing sainthood on him was done personally by Muhammad.
We have briefly touched upon these religious beliefs (which) played an important role in the widespread interest in archery and in the development of its skills. Finally, in about the 10th century of the Hijra after the gun took the place of the arrow and bow as a weapon, archery continued as a loved and widespread
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sport down to the end of the 19th century A.D.
Starting from the foundation of the Ottoman Empire, in the records concerning the most important wars, we see the widespread use of the arrow and bow in the army. Being used comfortably on horseback, in both the vanguard and reconnaisance the arrow and bow could naturally be an impressive weapon. Being a long distance weapon, the arrow and bow in the course of the (different) phases of a war was used until coming face to face with the enemy, (i.e. hand to hand combat).
The arrow and bow were not abandoned for a time after firearms were in widespread use in the army, they were used together. Even in the period of the "Lawmaker" (Süleyman I) the Janissaries, because of the slowness of the gun, the time taken in its use and because of its dirtiness in operation preferred the arrow and bow.4
Apart from this, archery, dating from after the establishment of the Ottoman Empire, to a great extent continued to be a sport of the Padishas (Ottoman Sultans) state officials, Janissaries and various professional peoples down to recent times. To establish
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our working theme, we will look at this matter more closely while examining Turkish archery's final bright period, the archery of the time of Mahmud II.
Sources:
The importance of archery, (its) virtue and merit, customs and rules, the places of the shooting ranges and many works have been written which giving information connected with measurements were used to draw up a draft. These are generally called 'Kavs-name' (bow letters). Amongst them translations from Arabic were also to be found together with works written for the famous archers of many periods.
In the era of Mahmud II, the Padishah's Chief Coffee Maker, Mustafa Kani Bey, wrote a treatise entitled Telhis-i Resail-er Rumat. It was prepared after researching all the other archery treatises. Himself also being a bowman, the personal observations and additions of this person has earned for it the description of being a complete manual.
In the book there are separate sections concerning Sultan Mahmud II's relations with archery, his 'taking the grip' and his arrow shooting, (pp.222-267).
Other sources taken for this period are as follows:
Sultan Mahmud-u Sani zamandaki kemankeshler, ('Bowmen in the Age of Sultan Mahmud the Second') (this anonymous treatise -because of the close resemblance- can be accounted a copy of a portion of the Telhis-i Resail er-Rumat. It is not only of Mahmud IPs era, also to be found in it is information concerning the archery of the previous period). University Ktb. T.Y. 2694.
Ilyas Efendi, 'Lataif-i Enderun' (Pleasantries of Enderun- the womens' apartments of the Palace). Printed, Istanbul 1276 H. (1859 A.D.). Taking it for the events of Mahmud II's era, in this diary, we have found some information concerning the Padishah's arrow shooting and 'grip taking' ceremony.
Mustafa Kani Bey's 'Atish Gunlughu' (Shooting Diary) written with a lead pencil during the shooting season, is an important document reflecting the archery of this period. Topkapi Saray Museum Archive: E.3702/1-17.
Detailed investigation of the Okmeydan range stones concerning Mahmud II and his period together with research into this subject. Today much has been lost, also the remains couldn't be studied since the inhabitants of the 'overnight buildings' (gejekondu -buildings erected overnight without official permission) are met with there and occupy the places.
The Turkish archery of the period before Sultan Mahmud II's era.
In the Ottoman Empire's first period we have no information from documents of archery having been a sport. In times of peace it can be assumed that the training of soldiers and the sport of hunting would be encountered.
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Concerning the ethnology of the Turkoman tribes we encountered by chance valuable information in the book of Dede Korkut; the young people of the Turkomen passed their spare time with shooting arrows.1 The young men with a claim to strength chose

the path of arrow competition.2 A newly married young brave, having shot an arrow would set up the bridal tent where the arrow fell.3 We learn of the bridegroom and his friends shooting arrows at the marriage celebrations.4 We presume these customs also continued into the early Ottoman period.
In Yildirim Bayezid's period (1389—1402) it is known that while having his own named record stones set up he also alloted the east side of the field to arrow training and to the archers.5 In this way, archery, being organised, gained a sports character. The available records show that the Bursa Okmeydan of the 16th century also preserved its importance. We learn of the famous archer Bursali Shuja's having arrived there before coming to Istanbul and we learn of Tozkoparan Iskender's going to Bursa to break the record (lit. range).6
The second great Okmeydan was set up in Edirne. When the place was established it was given the name 'Palace Meadow' or 'Front of the Palace'. In Abdullah al-Katib's treatise, while mentioning the Edirne range stones (markers), the oldest of them, erected in the period of Murad II (1421-1444; 1445-1451) are mentioned in prayers. We don't know whether the Edirne Okmeydan was set up in the period of Murad II or before. In the time of Bayezid II (1481-1512) there was a big competition between the archers of Edirne and Istanbul. This competition the Padshah also joined, taking the side of the Istanbul archers. He ensured their expenses and donated gifts.7
In the 15 th century, Gelibolu being an important Turkish province, an ok meydan was also to be found there. It was on the edge of the sea. Tozkoparan iskender (shooting) with the North-East wind set up a range marker, this range (record) was broken in the time of Sultan Süleyman by Mir-i Alem Ahmed Agha.
The third and most important meydan, set up just after the conquest (of Constantinople) is the Istanbul Okmeydan. According to the story, "The Conqueror, during the siege, came to the place where the Okmeydan is to be found (today) and set up his tent on the spot where the shooters' court was afterwards built. The Conquest started from here with the help of God ... because, this meydan was dedicated to the shooting of the veterans of the war (gaziler) and the people.8 Establishing the borders of the meydan he set up boundary stones. So that the meydan should not be encroached upon by irrigation works (su yolu) cemeteries, gardens and orchards being built, he gave into the hands of the group of shooters a Ferman (Royal Order), appointed watchmen and held the Agha of the Janissaries responsible (for the carrying out of his orders).9
The period of Bayezid II is a most brilliant time for Turkish archery. Bayezid had a great interest in archery. While governor of Amasya, he is said to have taken archery lessons from Bayezid Usta (Master Bayezid).10 During his rule he also closely followed the shooting on the Okmeydan. Range (record) breaking archers he called to his presence, dressed (them) in furs, gave (them) estates and if he was a Janissary, he promoted him. Upon Tozkoparan breaking the Edirne range
71
(record), for a period of three years he himself gave the reward for this strong rivalry."
According to the Hadikat ul-Jevami the builder of the Okmeydan Mosque is Fatih Sultan Mehmed. At first all
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that existed was a hut for the shooters to dwell in. In Bayezid IPs time, iskender Pasha, for some reason, caused it to be destroyed. Afterwards, being sorry, he had the shooters' Tekke (monastery) built. He undertook the up-keep of the Tekke, clearing the meydan of rubble, it was extended and the work of keeping order was consolidated with a new Ferman.
In this period the palace officials were also interested in this subject. The Sheikh of the shooters' Tekke who was at the same time the Sheikh ul-Hattatin, was the sheikh of Amasya, Sheikh Hamdullah. Sheikh Hamdullah was the friend of the Padishah while he was in Amasya and after he came to Istanbul this closeness continued. He negotiated the relations between Bayezid IPs meydan and the shooters. He himself was considered an arrow Master (a Master arrow maker) and also a good shooter. On the Shir-i Merd (Lion of a man. Or perhaps milk of a man!) range (otherwise known as the Delikli-Kaya (Rock with a Hole)) there is a stone marking a 1105.5 gez shot he made with the North Wind.12 The two famous archers of Bayezid IPs period, Bursali Shuja and Tozkoparan iskender were simultaneously breaking the Turkish archers' impossible to reach records.
There are two stone markers of Bursali Shuja on the Arkuri range, shot with the East wind, at 1271 gez and the South-west wind Mir-i Alem Ahmed Agha range at 1243.5 gez.
Tozkoparan iskender is said to have shot to 1281.5 gez with the East wind on the Arkuri range and to 1279.5 gez with the North wind on the Delikli-kaya range.13
In the Lawgiver's period (Süleyman 1520-1566 A.D.) archery and the Okmeydan continued to be esteemed. We know of the Sheikh of Islam, Ebusuud Efendi's Okmeydan endowments, conservation and the Fetva (formal decision on a point of Muslim Law given by a Mufti) he gave for its continuance.
The famous archer of this period, Mir-i Alem Ahmed Agha together with Bursali Shuja and Tozkoparan iskender is the third of the greatest archers. He could lift on his back a donkey loaded with firewood. He was a powerful pehlivan (champion/ wrestler). Shooting an arrow with the South-West wind, on his own named stone marker range he broke the record with a distance of 1271 gez.
In the middle of the 16th century there were to be found 34 Okmeydans in the provinces within the borders of the Ottoman Empire. Of these the most important were the Okmeydans of Mekke (Mecca), Cidde, iskenderiye (Alexandria), Lazkiye, Sham (Damascus), Marash, Amasya, Tokat, Ankara, Kütahya, Tire, Akhisar, Vardar Yenijesi, Avlonya, Gelibolu (Gallipoli), Diyarbekir, Konya, Bergama, Balikesir, ipsala, Halep, Manisa, Sofya, Uskub, Belgrade, Bursa, Baghdad, Edirne, istanbul14.

After the period of Süleyman ('The Lawgiver' in Turkey but 'The Great' in Europe) a relaxation in (the interest in) Turkish archery becomes evident. Although the involvement in shooting of Selim II and Murad III is to be met with in some papers we conjecture it was (for them) a temporary hobby which didn't continue for long.15
According to the dated range stones (one each) of Mehmed in 1012 H. (1603/4 A.D.) and Ahmed 11016 H. (1607/8 A.D.) in the Davud Pasha district (of Istanbul) these two padishahs were also involved in archery16. In the time of Murad IV (1623-1640) Turkish archery again revives. The Padishah, just as he was interested in all the sports was fond of archery. He took lessons from that most famous bowman (kemankesh, a Persian word, literally, bow-puller) Haji Süleyman and staying entirely faithful to archery's traditions and customs, on the Yildiz Menzil (North range) he shot an arrow to a distance of 1030 gez and set up a range (stone).17
The Grand Vizier, Kemankesh Kara Mustafa Pasha (1638-1644 A.D.), went frequently to the Okmeydan,
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and was a training and shooting archer. Again in this period one year (1623-1624 A.D.) having become Grand Vizier, we know Kemankesh Ali Pasha was also striving hard with archery.
In the register made in Murad IV's year of 1048 H. (1638 A.D.) there were established in Istanbul 3000 people in the trade of archery "Esnaf-i Kemankeshan" 18 The shooters' records pertaining to 1093 H. (1682 A.D.) having been burnt in the fire in the Tekke which broke out in 1255 H. (1839 A.D.) we cannot know what number of these 3000 people were registered in the "Defterli", that is, the record book. If we accept one tenth we will still meet with a number which is not to be despised. Despite this the importance of archery in the 16th century hundreds was lost. Kemankesh Mustafa who lived in this period and who was also the writer of the Kavs-name (bow documenfUetters of the bow) said nostalgically of the archery of the Bayezid and Kanuni (Law Giver, i.e. Süleyman the Magnificent) periods in the beginning of his book: "...and also my advice to you is this that in this age you may not want the sword (reading zarbat for zarb) and to shoot the range...Because in former times those displaying shooting skills were esteemed. The Padshahs, Viziers and nobles and notable persons loved arrow shooters and they favoured them".19
Mehmed IV (1648-1687) was passionately interested in archery. He even underwrote the archers' tekke's subsistence allowance. Despite this, respect (for archery) gradually diminished.
In 1090 (1679) the shooters' Sheikh, the New Mosque scribe Abdullah Efendi in his work entitled 'Kanun-name-i Rumat (Law Documents of the Archers) stated that" The reason for writing (this book) is this that this science of resolution of yesterday being desired, with experts few and the ways of archery being completely forgotten and the ceremonies of the Meydan corrupted and the laws of the meydan in the language of some an expedient and not being engaged
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in setting up stones because of disputes, the disorder of many events and the disturbing of ranges and teke (tekke) and meydan, even from the scarcity of shooters, the bowmakers and fletchers taking unlawful possession of the tekkes and meydan for three or four years (this situation continued).28 The author showed that the reason for this depression was the diminishing esteem and reduction in numbers of the shooters.
In 15-20 years a major regression became apparent. Abdullah Efendi struggled to improve this situation. In order to preserve the traditions of the Meydan and for its discipline to be able to continue, taking the pen of the Law, first the Darussaaade Agha (Agha of the 'Abode of Felicity', the chief black eunuch of the Palace, known also as the Harem Agha), then the Janissary Agha, the Istanbul Governor and 41 competent persons signed and with Süleyman IPs (1682-1691) authority validity was established.2IConcerning the period of Ahmed II (1691-1695 A.D.) the ferman dated Evasit-Shevval (the tenth month of the Moslem calendar) 1103 H. (June 1692 A.D.) was written for the purpose of restoring the Okmeydan and remedying the defects observed in the endownment.22 It is obvious that in this year too the situation was not very good.
In the period of Ahmed III (1703-1730 A.D.) the Ok Meydan became the scene of a big circumcision feast. So that the palace women were also able to watch the entertainments, the shooters' Tekke and Kiosk were repaired. Tents were set up. During the festivities arrow shooting took place.23
While investigating the records concerning the 18th century, we see that the archers who set up marker stones for the range shots were mostly related to the Palace. The majority are Darussaade, Treasury, Harem and Guard Aghas (officials). Because of the weakness

of the Tekke's administration and discipline, and because the wages, means and materials of the archers, without money, weren't sufficiently certain, archery, with the words of Kemankesh Mustafa,"Shooting arrows is shooting gold" and similar expressions, came to be the interest only of people with money.
Sadrazam (Prime Minister) Silahtar Mehmed Pasha, on the date of 1138 H. (1725 A.D.) with the North wind opened a range in his own name and set up a marker stone at 1087.5 gez.24
With a Mahmud I ferman dated 1143 H. (1730 A.D.) once again the necessity of putting in order the Okmeydan is perceived.25
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Abdulhamid I (1774-1789 A.D.) took great pleasure in engaging himself in the making of bow(s) and arrow(s). He himself made many magnificent bows and arrows." 26
Selim III (1789-1807) was interested in archery. On the Ok Meydan, shooting with the North North-East wind he made a shot of 1012 gez and set up a stone. He personally frequently came to the Okmeydan and after the shooting he would rest in the Aynali-Kavak (Mirrored Poplar) Kiosk. On shooting days it being his custom to be concerned with the business of food, he assigned a grant of 1000 Kurush (old Turkish money) and on ten dining tables, ten different sorts of food he ordered to be produced.27
The chief coffee maker (a Palace appointment) Huseyn Agha, Tacir-zade (born of a merchant) Mehmed Emin Agha, Kaptan-i Derya (Admiral) Gazi Hüseyin Pasha, Musahib Halil Agha, Musahib Bilal Agha, Treasurer Ali Agha are famous archers of the time of Selim III.
Archery in the Period of Sultan Mahmud II:
Turkish archery in the time of Sultan Mahmud II
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Remains of the Mimber (pulpit) of the Archers' Mosque on the ok meydan, Istanbul. (Translator's photograph).
(1808-1839 A.D.) had a final bright period of life for about twenty years. The Padishah's hobbies such as beautiful writing, horse riding, shooting guns, together with a special interest in archery1, is a most important reason for this renewed activity (canlanisin).
Mahmud II, especially between the years 1233-1251 H. (1818-1835 A.D.) made successful arrow shots, (and) erected marker stones.2 We understand he was much involved from the order he gave one meydan day in the year 1251 H. (1835) to the Chief Coffee maker Mustafa Kani, and from himself being familiar with the theories of this subject.
It is notable from the content of the same order that he was also interested in archery because of its religious importance—Attention is drawn to Mahmud IPs feeling of interest in the importance of archery to religion - the tradional sayings of Muhammad (Sunnets) - in the same order.3
Mahmud II's Archery Instruction and Grip taking ceremony:
Mahmud II in Muharrem (the first month of the Moslem calendar) 1233 H. (1818 A.D.) began to work hard at archery. At that time he was 34 years of age. For six months he carefully practise archery (supposing that if he worked during this period in earnest and systematically this would be sufficient)4. Ilyas Efendi wrote of the Padishah's "thorough learning of bowmanship, (and) learning of all the methods and branches".5 As for Mustafa Kani; he reveals the Padishah trained in archery for six months, the weather and circumstances (being fairly suitable), he came to the Okmeydan 10-12 times to shoot and of the arrows he shot, 40 of them fell between distances of 900-963 gez.6 What a pity that we have been unable to find a document revealing which master Mahmud II received his archery lessons from.
Mahmud II, the 6th day of the 7th month of the Muslim calendar (Receb) 1233 H. (12th of May 1818 A.D.) "took the grip".7 With this intention some preparations were made. From Sultan Abdulmejid's "Grip Ceremony' program,
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during Mahmud II's 'Grip Ceremony' we learn of the settling of repairs to the Shooters' Convent (and) the complete renewal of the furnishings of the special general meeting room of the Meydan.8
For the 'grip' banquet Customs Officer Osman Agha was entrusted with the kitchen work. The preparations having been completed it was reported to the Padishah by the Arms Agha. A few days after, Mahmud II, with the Palace members who were interested in archery, came to the Okmeydan and they were met by the Sheikh of the Meydan and the bowmen. Ilyas Efendi has spoken of the magnificance of the feast.9
In these feasts it was the custom for the Padishah to eat his meal in the Hünkar Kiosk. The other invitees sat in the Meydan Room. Because the Sadrazam (Grand Vizier) didn't come to this ceremony the traditional requirement was for the Sheikh of the Meydan to sit at the head, on the right those invited and on the left the bowmen.10 After the feast he called

Customs Officer Osman Agha to his presence, rewarding the service he had seen, to his astonishment the Padishah attached to his waist a jewelled knife worth a hundred thousand kurush.(01d Turkish money)
Afterwards, "The Okmeydan Sheikh, the 1110'er" Uskudarli (from Üsküdar) Hafiz Efendi he invited to his presence". From the evidence of Ilyas Efendi it becomes clear that the Padishah received the 'grip' in the Hünkar Kiosk. Ilyas Efendi and Mustafa Kani don't mention how the ceremony was conducted. We think the reason for this is that not everyone was invited (taken into) the ceremony.
Of those 'grip' trainees studying archery to shoot 900 gez, those to be found in Sultan Mahmud's suite (were) Hazineli Lezki Mehmed Agha, (ktu. This word in the Arabic script has not been translated by the author) Hasan Agha, Melesh-zade Izzet Bey, Gulshen Nuri Bey, Kizil Emin Agha,Kilerli Sagir (Deaf) Nasit Agha, Jundi Haydar Agha, Jundi Tahir Agha, Seferlili Sisli Mustafa Agha, Jundi Hüseyin Efendi, Shemsi Mehmed Agha, Hazinede Jundi Ashkar Agha, Jundi Halil Efendi, Katib Tayyar Efendi, Tufekchi assistant Ata Bey, from the gentlemen in waiting Pasha apprentice Abdullah Agha, Elmas Agha, Bash-chukadar mabeyinci (official who acted as an intermediary between the Sultan and his visitors) Bekir Efendi, Chief Coffee Maker Mustafa Beyefendi, Chief Barber Ali Agha and Hazine Kethudas (treasury chief steward) Ilyas Agha...being on account of 24 persons also that day, who, with due ceremony, were given the 'grip'.12
According to custom, after the 'grip' ceremony gifts were distributed to the bowmen, havaji(s) and koruju(s).13
The same day those being of the term'Topashi Bedeli' (collected value) were brought to the place of the footstone14 (and) altogether (in a mass) they were made (enrolled as) arrow shooters. Mahmud II, that day shot 11 arrows and of these 5 reached distances of 900, 930, 940, 951 gez. These results, for a shooter having newly taken the 'grip', evoked praise and admiration.15
Other Shots Made in the Year 1233 H.
On 22 Receb (the seventh month of the Moslem calendar) Thursday (28th of May) Mahmud II also took part in the 1000's competition.16 It was shot from the Cannon Stone directly to the Jinn Stream/Valley and Mahmud II with 981 gez also inherited the air.17 The Padishah didn't set up a stone, in the competition the nearest shooter to himself, Buldanli Ibrahim Agha, was given a gift.
On the 26th of Shaban (the eighth month of the Moslem calendar), Tuesday (1st of June), Sultan Mahmud II, thinking the air was suitable, came to the Okmeydan. He shot with the bowmen who were present from the place called the Haji Ismail crossroads towards the Guresh Meydan (Wrestler's Meydan). Of the arrows the Padishah shot
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three reached to distances of 1000,1001, and 1019 gez. Taking care to shoot further than all of the 1000's bowmen, he himself was accepted into the 1100's.
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Sultan Mahmud II in the same year on 28 Sheval (the tenth month of the Moslem calendar), (Monday 31st of August) competed with the 1100's. By reason of the wind's direction18 the shooting was done from the Lenduha foot-place. The shooters of that day, the Sheikh of the Meydan, the 1100'er Hafiz Efendi won, Mahmud II shot close to the same count (of gez).
That day the American Ambassador had come to the Ok Meydan to see (visit) the shooting. The news was given to the Padishah. Mahmud II, saying that consideration should be shown, charged Ser-etibba (Chief Physician) Kemankesh Abdulhak Molla with treating the travellers with respect and giving (him) information on archery. The Ambassador said to the Molla, "They say your Padishah shoots an arrow close to 1200 gez, no arrow goes that far, does it?" When his doubt was made known, by the Padshah's order they took him to the air place (hava yerine. The place where the arrows were shot to). When he received the information that he was there, an arrow which Mahmud II had shot came (and) stuck in the ground one arshin (a measure of approximately 68 cm) away from him. He was much afraid.19
Again that same year, by order of the Padishah, a levee was organised at the Mehmed Pasha pavilion.20 He organised the arrow shooters. These shooters and the servant of Hafiz Efendi, Ich-agha Bekchi Kara Molla joined the 1100 class. As for the 900'er Melesh-zade Izzet Bey, having shot beyond the 1000's he attracted praise.
Shots made in the year 1234 H.:
In the year 1234 H. (1819 A.D.) Mahmud commanded a levee at the Goksu (blue water). Shooting was done on the Goksu Meydan, Melesh-zade Izzet Bey frequently 'inherited the air'.(was the winner, cf. note 17).21
The same year, at a competition held on the Dolmabache (Fountain Garden) the 1100'er Sheikh Hafiz Efendi won the competition. The 1000's Behchet Agha, Kara Molla Agha and Astarci Ibrahim Agha also made successful shots.22
The mosque of the Archers' Tekke that same year was repaired. The ruined minaret was remade in period style. Today the whole of the middle of the mosque has gone, as for the minaret it still remains as a 'ruined hat'.23
Shots made in the years 1236-7 H.:
A 'Daily Shooting' (diary) has been found concerning arrow shooting with Mahmud II's participation in the year 1236 H. from the month of Zilkade (August 1871 A.D.) until the end of the month of Muharrem (October 1821 A.D.).24 From close examination of the notebook of these shootings, the shooting was not done, it seems, with the aim of breaking a range (record) and setting up a (marker) stone. Evidently, it is not similar to choosing a range and from there shooting and bringing about measures which will break a range (record). For Mahmud II's making of winning shots it becomes obvious preparation was important before the (actual) shooting.
The 8th day of Zilkade (the eleventh month of the Moslem calendar) 1236 H. (7th of August, 1821 A.D.)

on the target stone, from the Mastic Tree, towards the Musket Stones with a haki bow (target bow).25
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in arrow shooting competition, with 930 gez Sultan Mahmud II 'inherited the air', Agha26 shot 900 and Buldanli Ibrahim Agha 890 gez.27
On the day of the 15th of Zilkade (14th of August) in the Bagbashi area near the neighbourhood of Yildiz, with a haki bow, two competitions were arranged, the first Sultan Mahmud II won with 810 gez, the other competition Jundi Tahir Agha won with 825 gez.28
On the day of the 16th of Zilkade (15th of August) on the Okmeydan shooting with a haki bow from the Toptashi (Cannon stone) Sultan Mahmud II shot an arrow to 930 gez, the sheikh of the Meydan Hafiz Efendi to 880 gez and Agha to 840 gez.29
On the day of the 20th of Zilkade (19th of August), from the Baghbashi in Yildiz, shots were made. The positions: Sultan Mahmud II 860 gez; Agha 815 gez; Buldanli Ibrahim Agha 760 gez.30
On the 22nd day of Zilkade (21st of August) on the Targetstone, from the new foot(stone) towards the Mastic tree, in the competition, with a Selim Usta bow, Sultan Mahmud II shot an arrow to a distance of 885 gez, Agha 835 gez and Ahmed 820 gez.31
On the day of the 23rd of Zilkade (22nd of August), two separate competitions were arranged:
(1) With a haki bow from the North Gardenhead: First, Sultan Mahmud II 900 gez, second, Hasan Bey 865 gez and third, Agha with 850 gez.
(2) From the front of the Coffee House in Yildiz: first, Sultan Mahmud II, 710 gez, second, Agha 680 gez, third, Kilerli Saghir Nashit Agha 660 gez.32
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The Translator with one of the many range stones on the Ok Maydan
On the day of the 24th of Zilkade (23rd of August) from the Garden head in the North, shooting with a
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haki bow, they were, with 900 gez Sultan Mahmud II, first, with 825 gez Agha, second and with 815 gez Nazif Agha third.33
On the day of the 25th of Zilkade (24th of August), on the Target stone a competition was arranged. From the New Foot (stone) shooting with a bow the work of Selim Usta, they shot arrows to distances of: Mahmud II 840, Buldanli Ibrahim Agha 825 and Ahmed 750 gez.34
On the 27th day of Zilkade (26th of August) on the Target Stone from Ihlamurluk (Linden/Lime - ness) with the North -East wind in three separate shots Mahmud II 660, 720 and 740 gez was first with all three.35
On the 27th of Zilhicce (the twelth month of the Moslem calendar) 1236 H. (25th of September, 1821 A.D.) in a competition arranged on the Target stone, shots were made with the North-East wind: First, with 900 gez, Mahmud II, second, with 840 gez, Saghir Nashit Agha, third, with 830 gez, Agha.36
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Monument marking the spot where Sultan Selim ll's arrow landed at 1012 gez. (667.92 metres or 730.26 yards)
On the 7th day of Muharrem (the first month of the Moslem calendar) 1237 H. (4th of October) on the Okmeydan, from the Ali (Haji) Bali Range footstone, with the South-West wind the bowmen made their shots in four groups. In the 1100's Sultan Mahmud II with the Sheikh of the Meydan Hafiz Efendi with 916 gez were level,. In the 1000'ers competition: with 905 gez Ich-oghlan Bekchi Kara Molla was first, Buldanli Ibrahim Agha was second with 850 gez and third was Ali Agha with 830 gez. In the 900's competition Berber Bashi (Chief Barber) Ali Agha and Musahib Ibrahim Agha shot arrows to 840 gez and Saghir Nashit Agha to 835 gez, while in the lower competition.37 El-Haj Hüseyin Efendi shot to a distance of 550 gez.38

On the day of the 14th of Muharrem 1237 H. (11th of October), on the Okmeydan, from the Haji Ismail footstone,
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shooting with the North-East wind in four groups: In the 1100's Sultan Mahmud II947, the Sheikh of the meydan Hafiz Efendi to 933 gez; in the 1000's Ali Agha 925; Buldanli Ibrahim Agha 865; Kara Molla 840 gez; with the 900's Berber Bashi Ali Agha and Sagir Nashit Agha 905, Hasan Bey 895 gez. Mustafa Efendi with 500 gez was received into the lower (competition) grade.39
In the undated daily shooting the first list must be concerning Muharrem (the first month of the Moslem calendar); They shot arrows, in the 1100's Sultan Mahmud II reached 880 gez, the Sheikh of the Meydan Hafiz Efendi reached 870 gez; the 1000's Kara Molla 860, Chief Barber Ali Agha and Behchet Bey were level with him; the 900's Üryan i-zade Aziz Molla 830 gez, Minkale-zade Ali Bey 825 gez.40
In the daily shooting our special care is called for. In all the shooting done in a season Sultan Mahmud II is victorious. This possible bias towards the Padishah gives a warning (regarding accepting the records). In the 19th century for the rules of archery between the bowmen there was an appropriate proverb: "In shooting skills the Shah and Beggar are one". We have some evidence that this was not respected as much as it had been in the past. Sultan Mahmud II time and again made this different; seeing that the havacis who gave the news of where an arrow had fallen had become a gang of gypsies they were sent away (dismissed). From the suspicion of preferential treatment (of the distances) some record stones were are not erected.41
Again in the year 1327 H. (1821 A.D.), in Uskudar Izzet Mehmed Pasha going to the Kiosk to shoot arrows, the 900'er Shems Mehmed Agha 'inherited the air'.42
The 'grip ceremony' held in 1240 H.:
In the period of Mahmud II, after the ceremony for his taking of the 'grip' in 1233 H. (1818 A.D.) the second grip ceremony on the Okmeydan was held on the 19th of Safer (the second month of the Moslem calendar) 1240 H. on Tuesday (13th of October, 1824) Sultan Mahmud III for a period of 7-8 years struggled with archery. Palace members who felt an interest in this subject increased. One of these, the writer of the "Letaif-i Enderun" (Pleasantries of Enderun) is Ilyas Efendi. He adopted Turban maker's apprentice Mustafa Agha as his master and took archery lessons from him. That day together with Hazinede Jundi Abdulkerim Agha, Soghuk-cheshmeli Bekir Efendi-zade Seferlili Riza Bey, Kilerde lundi Ismail Agha,
Ashchilar Kethudasi-zade Jundi Mehmed Efendi, Seferliden Silahtar Agha kölesi Reshid Agha who were students of the grip with him, he received the grip in the ceremony. When the ceremony ended the uniforms which were assigned to the archers were distributed. Presents were given afterwards to the archers who shot in the competition who were organised into 900's, 1000's and 1100's, to the havacis (those pages who indicated where the arrows fell) and to the foresters.
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All the expenses were met from the pocket of the Imperial Court. After the shooting they all returned to the Beshiktash palace.43
Shots made in the year 1245 H.:
Sultan Mahmud II broke the first important record on the 18th of Rebyul-evvel (the third month of the Moslem calendar) 1245 H. (17th September, 1829 A.D.). On the Okmeydan, shooting with the North​east wind on the Cerrah range he exceeded the 1146 gez marker stone of Sertaht-i Revani Hasan Agha by 11.5 gez and set up a 1157.5 gez stone.44
Shots made in the year 1247 H.:
Sultan Mahmud II on the 18th of November 1837 A.D. 12 Cemaziyel-ahir (the sixth month of the Moslem calendar) 1247 H.) on the Okmeydan shooting with the West-South-West wind on the Emin range, shooting 39 gez beyond the 1160 gez stone of Tajir-zade Mehmed Emin Agha, he set up a 1199 gez marker stone.45 On the marble footstone of this range an inscription written in talik (a style of script. Trans.) is a dated couplet:
From this place the Sultan of the Cosmos shot, passing all his ancestors,
The Shah of the World set up a stone, adding beauty to the skill of the Meydan.46
Year 1247 (H.)
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Shots made in the year 1248 H.:
Sultan Mahmud II, in the year 1248 H. (1832/3 A.D.) on the Okmeydan Jerrah Range, shooting 14.5 gez more, beyond the 1157.5 gez marker stone, pushed the stone out to 1172 gez.47
The same year, Sultan Mahmud II, shooting on the Okmeydan with the North East wind on the Eksi range, shot 6 gez beyond Tacir-zade Mehmed Emin Agha's 1190.5 gez stone. A stone at the 1196.5 gez spot was set up.48
Again, in the year 1248 H. (1832/3 A.D.) repairs were made to the Okmeydan Tekke and new additions were made. After this was finished the Tekke took on a complex situation, consisting of 18 rooms, 4 halls, a Sultan's Kiosk, a kitchen, a small mosque, 6 wells and a cistern.46 On account of these repairs Kecheji-zade izzet Molla wrote this dated quatrain:
Izzet in the hand of omnipotence he did the Truth,
In power may the arm of the Shah be increased,
On the gate I painted the date,
He renewed the Tekke of the place of the arrow, Year 1248 (H.)50
Shots made in the year 1249 H.:
Sultan Mahmud II in the year 1249 H. (1833 A.D.) one meydan day with the East wind shot an arrow to a distance of 1215.5 gez and set up foot and marker stones.51
Shots made in the year 1250 H.:
Sultan Mahmud II on the 20th day of Cemaziyelahir 1250 H.(24th October 1834 A.D.), on the Okmeydan, shooting with the South-West wind on the Nakkash range, snooting 7.5 gez further than Tajir-zade Mehmed Emin Agha's 1095 gez stone, he broke the record (literally range) and set up a 1102.5 gez marker stone.52
Sultan Mahmud II, one year before, his shot with

the East wind exceeding the record (range) by 10 gez, he extended the stone to 1225.5 gez.53
Sultan Mahmud II on Tuesday the 10th of Rejeb,
1250
H. (12th of November, 1834 A.D.) on the
Okmeydan, shooting with the South-West wind on the
Abdullah Efendi range (and) exceeding the 1093 gez
shot of Tajir-zade Mehmed Emin Agha, he shot 18 gez
beyond it to 1111 gez and a marker stone was set up.54
Sultan Mahmud II in the same year, one meydan day on the Okmeydan shooting with the South-West wind on the Yeksuvar range, he shot 103 gez beyond the 1072 gez stone of Silahshor Nazifi-zade Nazifi Mustafa Agha. The Padishah, because of Mustafa Agha's great service to the State (and) dying on duty, out of respect didn't set up his own stone, there present was to be found the son of the deceased Osman Bey. "For the work of your father I have given it to you" he jested.55
Shots made in the year 1251 H.:
The year 1251 H. (1835 A.D.) In the field of Sultan Mahmud's archery is the most sucessful year. On three most important ranges stones were surpassed. Again in this year period the archers were successful in breaking records.
Sultan Mahmud II on Thursday 14th Cemaziyul-evvel 1251 H. (7th September 1835 A.D.), exceeded the marker stone of the Okmeydan, Ekshi range, which had been set up on 1248 H. (1832/3 A.D.), by 23 gez, driving the stone to 1219.5 gez.56
Sultan Mahmud II, on Thursday, Cemmaziyul-evvel 1251 H. (21st of September, 1835 A.D.), on the Okmeydan, shooting with the North wind on the Top Yeri range exceeded the 1213.5 gez stone of Pehlivan Ali Bey by 7.5 gez and set up a marker stone at 1221 gez.57 The inscription on the stone with Yesari-zade Mustafa Izzet's lines being the dated couplet as follows:
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Taking the handle of the bow with power and enthusiasm,
He shot an arrow to 1221 gez Padisha5S Year: 1251 (H.)
Again in this connection the Padishah also caused to be repaired the tomb of Pehlivan Ali Bey that stood in front of the Kasr-i Hümayun (Imperial Mansion).
Sultan Mahmud II on the 29th of Cemaziyel-ahir
1251
H. on Thursday (23rd of September, 1835 A.D.)
on the Cerrah range of the Okmeydan in the year 1248
H. (1832/3 A.D.) the 1172.5 gez stone he extended
again with 12 more gez to 1184.5 gez.59
That same year of 1251 H., one meydan day, Sultan Mahmud II ordered the chief coffee maker (a Court Appointment) Kemankesh Mustafa Kani Bey, who was present in the ranks of the shooters who were close to him, to write a treatise on the subject of archery. By this means, are to be found the most accomplished authors of archery treatises written up to the present day. This order of Sultan Mahmud II—from the point of view of his own theoretical knowledge and reflections—we profit in taking here.
"(Sultan Mahmud II). . .this exhaulted science the foundation still being newly revitalised and to the slaves of the remnants passing the grip as was the
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commandment, to these slaves of the ancients (a 'grip' donation) still being ordered, the date of the 1251st of the Hijra (1835 A.D.) was ordered to be the year of the gift on the Meydan of the archers;
"This science of importance (i.e., Mustafa Kani's book) involved Hüseyin Yununi and Ebu Musa -el-Serhasi and Ebu Cafer bin Hasan el-Herevi (of Herev) and Ebu Musa el-Horasani (of Khorasan) and Said bin Hanif Semerkandi (the Samarkandi) and Mehmed bin Yusuf el-Razi (of Raz) and Abdullah bin Meymun ve Imam Taberi and el-Haj Mustafa el-Bosnavi (of Bosnia) and the Sheikh of the archers of the Meydan the deceased Katib (scribe/clerk) Abdullah Efendi, it was composed from the archery writings of the aforesaid, including verse and prose from Arabic, Persian and Turki treatises of much abundance. (reading vefaretler for vetireler) although it is not possible for those desiring to acquire this art to obtain everything (i.e., all the treatises) even if it was (possible) the study and benefitting from it is difficult work and for the most part multi-interlaced and the other skills useless, being superfluous and obscured with obsolete arts. Moreover, the composition of Vahid Efendi also being only a hand written copy only a few (exist). Similarly, although the transmission orally of points of composition and qualities and the teaching and learning (in this way) is valid, students of the art will not be able to become adept in its essence and verities. With the passing of time it will probably disappear...accordingly...in the shadow of my majesty students will thoroughly gain knowledge, with eloquent work the steps of this world and the next (here a few words have been omitted whether intentionally or by printers' error is unclear. The missing words are: "For their joining with God (or their arriving), the aforementioned treatise", (wasil olmaları ichin res'l mazgure)), and the books of the traditions and studying the other rules of conduct and personally, from the person of my majesty as far as you are able to understand    the    information,    succinct    and

advantageous...collect the methods being used at the time and organise with these writings a treatise for the archers. The order of the world (i.e., the Sultan) being issued to his slave/servant, (i.e., Mustafa Kani) (I have edited the above treatise - Unsal Yücel.60
Other Shots made in the year 1251 H.:
Husameddin Pasha, on Monday the 14th of Cemaziyul-evvel (7th of August 1835) on the Okmeydan shooting with the North wind on the Seyyid Emin Efendi Range he shot 40 gez beyond the 951 gez shot of Sheyh ul-Islam Selim Molla. He shot 991 gez and set up a stone. Much later he exceeded his own stone twice by 42 gez reaching 1032 gez and 34 gez to reach 1066 gez. On the day of the 29th of Cemaziyul-ahir, 1251 (October 23rd 1835) again shooting on his own range, shooting 6 gez more again his stone was exceeded.61
Mehmed Ali Bey, on the day of the 25th of Cemaziyul-evvel 1251 (18th of September 1835) shooting with the north wind on the Okmeydan on the Silahtar Mehmed Pasha Range, shooting 5 gez beyond the 1087.5 gez record a 1092.5 gez stone was erected.62
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Mehmed Ali Bey, that same year, shooting with the North-East wind one meydan day on the Okmeydan, on the El-Haj Beshir Agha range, he broke Sea Captain Gazi Huseyn Pasha's 1016 gez range (record), shooting an arrow 24 gez further to 1040 gez and a stone was set up. A little later, he drove the stone a further 14 gez to 1054 gez.63
izzet Bey, the same year one meydan day, on the Okmeydan, shooting with the North-East wind on El-Haj Beshir Agha's range (this is separate from the above Beshir Agha's range), Darussaade Agasi Beshir Agha's 945.5 gez range passing by 10 gez a stone was erected at 955.5 gez. On the day of the 1st of Cemaziyul-ahir (24th of September), shooting 15 gez beyond he drove his own stone to 970.5 gez.64
Ashir Efendi-zade Mehmed Taceddin Molla, on Thursday 1st of Cemaziyul-ahir 1251 (H.) (24th of
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Archery pracice on the Okmeydan
September, 1835 A.D.) on the Okmeydan, shooting with the West-South-East wind on Ebu Bekir Agha's range, with an arrow the work of Hasan Usta and a bow the work of Kuchuk Ibrahim, he shot 30 gez beyond Muhzur Ebu Bekir Agha's 700 gez stone (and) a 730 gez range stone was set up.65
Katib Numan Bey-zade Vassaf Efendi that same year on the Okmeydan, shooting with the North-East wind, on the Shishman Pasha range, having shot 32 gez beyond the 933 gez range of Namih Ibrahim Agha the stone was set up at 965 gez.66
Silahtar Ali Agha, in order to open a (new) range, set up a footstone, but before he could shoot (it) he died. Sultan Mahmud II gave the deceased's son Tevfik Bey permission to shoot from that same footstone and Tevfik Bey, on the day of the 1 st Cemaziyul-evvel 1251 (H.) (24th of September, 1835 A.D.) shooting from there set up a 965.5 gez marker stone.67
Shots made in the Year 1252 H.:
Sultan Mahmud II the day of 1 Receb, 1251 (H.) (24th of October, 1836 (A.D.) on the Okmeydan, passing by 7 gez the stone set up for the shot made previously with the North wind on the Top Yeri Range, a 1228 gez range marker stone was set up.68
The Sheikh of the Okmeydan Tekke, the 1100'er Hafiz Efendi from under a stretched rope made a hit on a high target. Sultan Mahmud II in 1252 H. (1836 A.D.) had tried this same method of shooting, of the arrows he shot from under the rope,69 he was successful in piercing the puta with six.70
Mehmed Arif Bey in the year 1197 H. (1783 A.D.) received the grip from Sadrazam Halil Hamid Pasha-zade of the Ulema (Clergy/Scientist?). He was twice the Rumeli Army's Chief Sapper (excavator). When he became 80 years of age Sultan Mahmud II, saying that a mark should be found, gave permission for a stone to be erected at a place where shooting was possible, the aged bowman in the year 1253 H. (1837 A.D.), one meydan day, with the North-East wind, shot an arrow from the Sala Range footstone 400 gez, and a stone (marker) was erected.71
With Sultan Mahmud II's interest and protection, for a period of twenty years Turkish archery once again was revived but with the Padishah's death in 1839 A.D. once again a rapid decline began.
Although Abdulmejid (1839—1861 A.D.) was interested in archery and took the 'grip' with (due) ceremony, this interest didn't continue, the Tekke was abandoned. In Abdulmejid's 'grip' ceremony programme, since the 1100's shooters were no longer existent, we see the cancellation of this (grade of) competition. In this document the named "Meydan habitues", Kadri Bey-zade, Ali Bey, Silahtar Agha-zade Tevfik Bey, Kagidchibashi-zade Haji Izzet, Bedestani El-
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Haj Mustafa Efendi, Vakif Efendi, each one was, at the most, an amateur bowman.72
It is related that the chief archer of Sultan Abdulaziz (1861-1876 A.D.), Seyfeddin Bey, on one private occasion succeeded in shooting an arrow 1100 gez.73
As for (the situation) in the time of Abdulhamid II

(1875-1909 A.D.) the last Sheikh of the Meydan with a few employees and amateur archers remained. With the ban on any meetings (gatherings) following the 1895-96 Armenian incidents, this weak activity too came to an end. References
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1.    In connection with the interest of Mahmud n in gun/rifle shooting,
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there are marker stones on the Ihlamur Mesiresi (Linden tree
Promenade) and the Havuzbashi (Head of the Dock), dated 1226 H.
(1811 A.D.) and in Chamlija (Place covered with Pine trees) dated
1227 H. (1812 A.D.).
For the bowmen to shoot arrows, they gathered on the Okmeydan two
days of the week, (Monday - Thursday) which were called 'Meydan
Days'. By prearrangement meetings also took place on other days.
The text of this order will be given below.
A person wishing to become a bowman first chose a master for himself
and practised archery under his supervision. He was left for a period
to draw a weak bow called a 'kepade'. Subsequently, very slowly
proceeding to a strong bow, he then made shots until he shot to a long
distance from himself, it was also desirable to shoot carefully in
accordance with the rule(s).
Ilyas Efendi, Letaif-i Enderun, p. 152.
Mustafa Kani, Telhisi Resail er-Rumat, p. 119.
'Inheriting the Grip' in archery is a term meaning to graduate from the
Sheikh and from the Master. A person keen on archery after sufficient
study and practise would go to the Meydan and shoot an arrow beyond
900 gez in front of witnesses. After shooting they ate. After dining.
the student was taken into the presence of the Sheikh of the Meydan.
The Sheikh asked the witnesses whether the arrow suitably, according
to rule had fallen at 900 gez or not. If the witnesses declared "It fell",
the student kneeling down respectfully, took the bow and kissed the
hand of the Sheikh. Then, the steward taking the student in front of
the Master, the student knelt and also kissed his hand. Taking with his
right hand the right hand of the student, the Master would whisper the
"secret of bowmanship" in his ear.
8. 9. 10
Topkapi Sarayi Museum Archive E.2288.
Ilyas Efendi, Letaif-i Enderun, p. 152.
If the Grand Vizier came to the Okmeydan the Sheikh immediately
ceded to him the (chief) place in the feast, and took the place on his
right.
11
The Bowmen, according to their abilities were separated into three
classes, the 900's, 100'sand 1100's. A 900 didn't shoot with a 1000 or
a 1000 with a 1100. The 1100's being the highest grade, an arrow shot
beyond 1100 gez was rare for the bowmen. In choosing the Sheikhs of
the Meydan (the need for) their being 1100's was also born in mind.
12. 13.
Ilyas Efendi, Letaif-i Enderun, p. 152.
At the place where the arrow was expected to fall, the people giving
the news were called 'havajis' (hava=air, weather, wind). As for the
'Korujus (guards); they were people with the duty of protecting the
Meydan from every sort of transgression.
14
The place where the bowmen stood while shooting was called the
"foot-place" (ayak yeri), the stone indicating this place was called
'foot-stone' (ayak tasi), the stone indicating this place.
15. 16. 17.
Mustafa Kani, Telhis-i Resail er-Rumat, p. 119.
Race (kosu) in archery is a term used to describe a competition.
Air/weather/wind ... to stay, after a competition is a term used to
describe the making of the furthest shot.
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18. Arrow shots were made with the direction of the wind. The ranges such as Menzil-i Lodos (Range of the South-West) and Menzil-i Yildiz (Range of the North) were named after the wind they were shot with. The Bowmen selected the range according to the direction of the wind that day.
19. Mustafa Kani, Telhis-i Resail er-Rumat, pp. 120-1.
20. S. Kani litem (Turk Kemankseshleri, p.136). It does not identify where Mehmed Pasha's Kiosk was. It wasn't possible to obtain information concerning this building from another source. The last named Kiosk must be the Izzzet Mehmed Pasha Kiosk formerly beside the cemetary of Karaja Ahmed in Üsküdar. Selim Hi's Diary, TSM Archive D. 10749. S. Kani litem, op.cit., pp.136-7. op.cit., p. 137.
Jemaleddin S. Revnak Oghlu, Fatih'in Kurduğu Okmeydani ve "Okçular Tekkesi", (The Conqueror's Establishment of the Okmeydan and the "Archers Tekke") Tarih Konuşuyor (History Conversing), 1966 (No. 26, p.2170).
24
Topkapi Palace Museum Archive No. 3702/1-17, E.960 (3702/18 no. or transfer). Separate small papers in the nature of being notes taken daily with a lead pencil. We strongly suspect they belong to Mustafa Kani. In S. Kani Irtem, (Turk Kemankeshleri, p.7.) it is written that in the year 1938, the Arrow-sport Organisations^ General Secretary, Safi Toksoz had in his possession a diary in Mustafa Kani's handwriting concerning the Meydan days of one season. This diary is possibly a draft manuscript.
25
The Haki bow is a type of range (Menzil) bow which comes after the powerful Pisrev bow (Pisrev, Persian, Literally 'front going" (translator)). In contests where bets were laid the Pishrev bow was preferred: all the important records were shot with this (Pisrev) bow. The exception being that there was a Haki range on the Okmeydan which was shot with the South-West wind (Lodos). It was stipulated that this range was established to be shot only with the Haki bow and

arrow. If a new range was required to be opened the first stone couldn't
be below 900 gez; for opening a range with a Haki bow, with it being
considered a weaker bow, a measure of 800 gez was acceptable.
26.
In the "Daily" lists the bowmen just registered as "Agha" must be the
Janissary Agha of Mahmud IPs period, Hüseyin Pasha. In this period
this person was just known as "Agha" (Aga).
27.
op.cit., 3702/7 (Since in the shooting lists the entire names are given
and take a lot of space we will be content with showing the I, II &
ID'S).
28. 29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37.
op.cit., 3702/4-5.
op.cit., 3702/13.
op.cit., 3703/14.
op.cit., 3702/10.
op.cit., 3702/3,8.
op.cit., 3702/11.
op.cit., 3702/12.
op.cit., 3702/17.
op.cit., 3702/16.
Apart from the 900,1000. 1100 competitions, for the elders of the
Meydan a competition called the Ashaghi Race (Lower Competition)
was organised.In this the most elderly bowmen shot with bow(s) (as
strong as ) they could pull. There was not a special distance limit.
38. 34. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45.
op.cit., 3702/3.
op.cit., 3702/18 (E. 960).
op.cit., 3702/1.
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op.cit., pp. 133, 140.
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Mustafa Kani, Telhis-i Resail er-Rumat, pp. 121,248.
Sultan Mahmud-u Sani zamandaki kemankeşler, (Bowmen in the
time of Sultan Mahmud the Second), University Library, T.Y. 2694
and v. 23a.
46.
Neşet Koseoghlu, Okmeydani'na dair Fermanlar ve Dikili Taslar,
(Fermans and Stones erected concerning the Okmeydan.) (Turkish
Touring and Automobile Organisation Bulletin, Istanbul, 1953, no.
132).
47.
A range holder/owner, if he (again) stands on his own range and shoots
an arrow which passes (i.e. exceeds his record shot) he takes the stone
from its old position and sets it up as a new range; this is called
"advancing the stone".
48. 49. 50.
Sultan Mahmud-u Sani zamandaki kemankeşler, v. 18b.
S. Kani Irtem, Turk Kemankeshleri, p. 133.
Cemaleddin S. Revnakoghlu, Fatih'in Kurduğu Okmeydani ve
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1966, C.5 No. 26s. 2170.
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Mustafa Kani, op.cit., p. 122.
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Mustafa Kani, op.cit., p.232.
Bowmen in the time of Sultan Mahmud the Second, v. 188b.
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op.cit., v.29b.
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op.cit., v.32a.
op.cit., v.32b..
Mustafa Kani, Telhis-i Resail er-Rumat„ pp. 245-6.
In archery, a target is called "puta" (puta, "An earthen vessel used as a
target", Turkish and English Lexicon, New Edition, Sir James W.
Redhouse. Beirut, New Impression, 1974). To shoot at a target is also
called "puta atishi" (pot shooting). As for (remy-i sedad) (Arabic), it
is a form of shooting; a rope is stretched (across the range) 2.5 zira-i
mimari (an architect's ell = 189.5 cm) high. Standing 2.5 zira'i mimari
from the rope he shoots. The arrow, to pass under the rope, must be
held at an angle of under 30 degrees elevation whilst shooting.
However, in this position target shooting requires a great mastery . M.
Kani, Telhi-i Resail er-Rumat, pp. 88-90.
70. S. Kani Irtem, Turk Kemankeşleri, p.140.
71. op.cit., p. 140.
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